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SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER PROGRAMS 

GENEALOGY/ SEPT. 8 

Learn how to trace your family roots 

CHRISTINE ROBERTS 

   Almost everyone talks about 

tracing their family roots but how 

many of us fear taking the first leap 

into the world of the past? 

  Quite a few from what we’ve heard 

from members and visitors to our 

research center. 

  With that in mind the Lansdale 

Historical Society will kick off its 

2015-16 Community Program 

season with a change of pace from 

our usual fare. 

   “Who Are My Peeps? – Six Easy 

Steps to Starting Your Family 

History Research” will be the topic 

of our Tuesday, Sept. 8 show, 7:30 

p.m., at the Lansdale Parks and 

Recreation Building. 

   The presenter will be Christine 

Roberts, founder and charter 

president of the Bucks County 

Genealogical Society, who will cut 

through the confusion of family 

searches using her six simple 

steps, which include examination 

of basic genealogical records, 

documentation and examples 

from her own personal research.  

   In addition to her Bucks County 

affiliation, Roberts serves on the 

First Families of Pennsylvania 

Committee of the Genealogical 

Society of Pennsylvania. She is also 

a member of the National 

Genealogical Society, the New York 

Genealogical and Historical Society, 

the New England Historical and 

Biographical Society and the 

Association of Professional 

Genealogists. 

    It’s a great opportunity for 

members of the North Penn 

community - young and old - to 

begin your family search on the 

right foot with advice from an 

expert. 

   The Lansdale Parks and 

Recreation Building is located at 7th 

St. and Lansdale Ave. opposite 

Lansdale Catholic High School. 

There is no admission charge but 

donations are appreciated. 

SATURDAY SEMINAR/ SEPT. 25 

Step inside the doors of local businesses 
    The Lansdale Historical 

Society’s first Saturday History 

Seminar of the 2015-2016 

season will feature a 

photographic tour inside 

Lansdale businesses of the past. 

    Many of us are familiar with 

the exterior views of 

commercial buildings that 

played a role in the town’s 

development over the decades. 

But what were they like inside? 

Who would you likely find 

there? And how much has time 

changed the various types of 

businesses that thrived here 

years ago? 

   Join Dick Shearer at the 

Wissahickon Park Building, E. 

Main St. and Lakeview Dr., 

Saturday, Sept. 26, 9:30 a.m. As 

always, there is no admission 

charge but we do appreciate 

donations. 

   The Saturday Seminar Series 

is an informal gathering of 

people who want to know more 

about local history and those 

who are new to the community 

who would like to ask questions 

about the basics of our past. 

    Please join us and bring along 

some friends.  There is no need 

to call for reservations but be 

aware that the Wissahickon Park 

Building has a limited capacity.  
TREMONT BARBER SHOP, 1936 
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COMMUNITY PROGRAM/ OCT. 13 

Look into the life of historian Edward Mathews 
   It is next to impossible 

to describe Edward 

Mathews in a few simple 

paragraphs or limit his ac-

complishments to a short 

list. “E.M.”, as he signed 

many of his works, was an 

historian who wrote in ex-

haustive detail about the 

people and happenings of 

our region during the late 

19th and early 20th centu-

ries. 

   As we approach the 

100th anniversary of 

Mathews’ death, society 

member Donald Lewis 

will describe “E.M.’s” un-

conventional life at our 

October 13 Community 

Program at the Lansdale 

Parks and Recreation 

Building at 7:30 p.m. 

   Calling Mathews 

“unconventional” is actu-

ally an understatement. 

His life was complicated 

by a number of serious ill-

nesses that dogged him 

through the years. He had 

strong likes and dislikes, 

especially when it came to 

people he encountered, yet 

he managed to gather the 

most complete collection 

of historical information 

during that time. 

     Although he tried many 

jobs, he was most success-

ful at gathering news items 

for almost every weekly 

newspaper in the region. 

His diaries became refer-

ence sources for many his-

torians who followed him. 

   Mathews traveled the 

countryside by trolley 

and bicycle, settling for 

a time in Lansdale 

where he lived quietly in 

a back-alley room away 

from the bustle of Main 

Street. 

   Don Lewis has spent 

considerable time re-

searching the many facets 

of Mathews’ life and writ-

ings. He has previously 

delved into other local top-

ics including the origin of 

Lansdale’s street names 

and the question of where 

Gen. Winfield Scott Han-

cock was really born.   

EDWARD MATHEWS 


